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English Version

World has been battling with an imperceptible adversary;COVID 19 which affrights it
boundless.Mask, handwash and sanitizer have become an integral part of our day to day
lives.

In the event of a sanitizer being used by some one who is a carrier of the disease, will some
one else who uses it later on has the likelihood of contracting the virus? Though it is a query
which can be seemingly set aside and ridiculed at, chances are slim that it is abjectly
brushed aside. There is some one among us who had been in quest of an answer to this
query and found himself triumphant for that matter to reinvent his answer time and again.

Hrishikesh B

Federal Bank
Koothuparambu Branch

Hrishikesh is the younger son of Mr KM Balan(Former Parishad activist) and Ms Saimala.His



sibling, Mr Sidharth is working in Health Sector in Canada.

Hrishikesh had his primary education at Vayalalam West LP School where his father worked.
There after he studied in St Joseph's HSS Thalassery upto tenth standard.After completion of
his plus two from Govt Brennan HSS Thalassery, he joined Govt. Brennan College Thalassery
to pursue his graduation in physics.After ten months he got admission in Mechanical
Engineering in Calicut University. Hrishikesh was the SFI Unit secretary of his college.

Hrishikesh was into community service since his childhood. Hrishikesh cherishes the
memory of his journey to Nepal in 2008 which was organized by Eco tourism club at low
cost.

Ashraya, a charitable society instituted by members of the tourism club provides food and
accommodation facilities to cancer patients undergoing chemotherapy sessions at Malabar
Cancer Centre.As many as 50 patients and their bystanders stay in their four storeyed
building.

Hrishikesh's mother Mrs Saimala is the director of Ashraya the trustee of which is Shri.
Kodiyeri Balakrishnan.It's worth mentioning that Hrishikesh is the executive Committee
member of Kodiyeri National Library.

After completing his engineering course, Hrishikesh used to handle Maths and reasoning
sessions for PSC aspirants.lts during those days that he got through IBPS examination and
got recruited as a clerk in Federal Bank. His first place of posting was Kumili. Later on he
worked in Ulliyeri Branch and presently he is working in Koothuparambu branch. It's amid
his active life as a banker and social worker, covid 19 grappled the nation.

Enroute to his bank he used to distribute fruits to policemen who perseveringly served as a
strongfold to protect the health of people. After initial days of lock down, the police humbly
denied this, insightful of the pace of spread of the disease.

Hrishikesh represented bankers in the 'Super Heroes' column featured in Malayala
Manorama newspaper.

Consequent upon distribution of pension ,branches of the bank started getting congested
with people even in the tough times of covid.Bankers have been trying to be a part of Break
the Chain Campaign by imposing restrictions on the number of customers that can enter the
premises.

Hrishikesh's introspection as to adhering to social distancing norms for breaking the chain of
spread of the pandemic, gave way to the concept of automatic hand sanitizer dispenser
which dispensed sanitizer on simply putting hands beneath the machine.His branch
manager backed him in the implementation of this inventive concept.



His colleagues Shishir, Asha, Thushara, Asha mil, Reena and Sheeba also encouraged him in
his endeavour.

Hrishikesh equipped himself with knowledge about machines which work based on sensor
technology and built Sensor based Hand Sanitizer dispenser on Multi Wood Board Stand and
it gained enormous recognition from his colleagues and customers.

Deputy Vice President and Regional Head Kannur came to meet him in person in the branch
and appreciated him. However Hrishikesh was not contented with the working of the
dispenser since it used to become dysfunctional when placed on daylight.

This impairment was due to Infrared rays emitted from sunlight. Then Hrishikesh replaced IR
sensor with an Ultrasonic sensor.

The new machine works on the principle that it dispenses sanitizer only when there is
deterrence within a predetermined distance. The new sanitizer outsmarts the old sanitizer
on the innovation of Hrishikesh and his colleague Ashish who together programmed the
chip that enabled it's function.Flow of sanitizer from the bottle is regulated using a solenoid
valve.

Initially a submergeable motor was placed within the sanitizer dispenser. In the new version,
the motor is placed outside the sanitizer bottle.A tube is placed within and outside the
bottle and sanitizer is pumped out using pressure of air to avoid hazards that might arise
owing to it being alcohol based.

Hrishikesh came to know about a Bangalore based company which produces better
automatic sanitizer dispensers and works well even on exposure to sunlight. He sought
advise from them. Mr Saravanan,an officer working with the firm agreed to provide Board
based on new technology.

A huge challenge that ensued is supplying power to the sanitizer. Hrishikesh found an
antidote for this problem as well.His relative Mr Nikhil who is a TV mechanic provided him
with a battery which gives power back up for 3-4 days.

Design of the sanitizer accords well with the branding of Federal Bank. It's buzzer sound and
LED indication grabs the attention of customers easily.

Hrishikesh's friends Roopesh, Sooraj Barsa and Ajeesh helped him with the
conceptualization and designing of the sanitizer. Federal Bank Staff Union and BEFI
extended their wholehearted support in his endeavour. Hrishikesh thankfully remembers
worthy contributions of Dr Sunith, Dr Jibin, Dr Arun and Arjun in the materialization of his
dream.

Koothuparambu branch of Federal bank has two sanitizer dispensers. Hrishikesh is presently



exploring the possibilities of a sanitizer dispenser with thermal sensor appended along with
it which was built by another staff of the bank Mr Manikantan, a native of Thrissur.

Hrishikesh's significant other, Mrs Linsha is a post graduate in Chemistry. They have a one
year old daughter, Sanviya.

It is adverse times that give birth to persons of eminence. While the humanity in it's entirety
fights against an invisible foe, Mr Hrishikesh who harnesses his skills and vitality for the
cause of mankind is indeed a super hero among the bankers fraternity. Talented Bankers
Community salutes you and wish the best to happen in your life in the days to come.

We firmly believe that we will never be made to taste the bitterness of failure when great
people like you are by our side.

@QINIBE QD) : V1M ) BRIMBE , ©)aNOM@B G, 6)dHISHHD

English version: Drisya Saseendran , Union Bank of India, Regional Office,
Thiruvananthapuram



